MEETING OF THE RECREATION, PARKS & PROPERTY COMMITTEE
HELD ON 30TH MAY 2023 AT 7:00PM

Present:

Cllr U Arnold

Cllr O Mills
Cllr S Brooke

Cllr S Simmons


Cllr E Kelly




In attendance:

Mr M Wells – Town Clerk

Ms A Christie – Assistant Town Clerk

Cllr C Burton

Cllr C West

One cricket club representative
Two tennis club representatives

Two members of the Heathfield Rail Link project

The meeting was opened by Cllr Brooke.

RP&P.23/21
Election of Chairperson of the Recreation, Parks & Property Committee for 2023/24 
Cllr Mills nominated Cllr Kelly for Chairman of the Recreation, Parks & Property Committee for 2023/24. The nomination was seconded by Cllr Arnold. Cllr Kelly accepted the nomination. 




Resolved:

As there were no other nominations, Cllr Kelly was duly elected to serve as Chairman of the Committee for 2023/24.
The remainder of the meeting was chaired by Cllr Kelly.

RP&P.23/22
Election of Vice-Chairperson of the Recreation, Parks & Property Committee for 2023/24 
Cllr Brooke nominated Cllr Oldrieve as Vice-Chairman of the Recreation, Parks & Property Committee for 2023/24.  The nomination was seconded by Cllr Mills.  Cllr Oldrieve has accepted nomination if nominated.


Resolved:

As there were no other nominations, Cllr Oldrieve was duly elected to serve as Vice-Chairman of the Committee for 2023/24.
RP&P.23/23
Apologies for Absence: 
Cllr T Allen – Personal commitment

Cllr S Oldrieve – Personal commitment

RP&P.23/24  Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations 


None.



**Public Participation:

Two representatives of the Heathfield Rail Link project spoke about proposals for a rail link from Newton Abbot to Heathfield. The Council will consider electing a Council representative to join the group.  The representatives were thanked for providing an update.
Two representatives of Bovey Tracey Tennis Club spoke in support of item: RP&P.23/29 and further explained their justification for the revised layout.

One representative of Bovey Tracey Cricket Club spoke in support of item: RP&P.23/29 and further explained the justification for the revised layout.
 RP&P.23/25 Minutes:
i) The minutes of the meeting of 3rd April 2023 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a correct record and approved.
ii) There were no further updates given on actions/items from the previous meeting.

RP&P.23/26
Standing Item – Climate and Ecology Emergency:


Members noted the Council Declaration and will embed the climate emergency declaration 

across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the 


environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the 


impact of climate change. 
RP&P.23/27
Friends of Mill Marsh Park (FoMMP)
Members received and noted minutes of the previous meeting held on 03.05.23 (*copy previously circulated).  Cllr Brooke provided a verbal update at the meeting around actions within the minutes and answered questions from members. It was noted that Big Green Week takes place from 10th June 2023.
RP&P.23/28
Redevelopment of Mill Marsh Park Play Area 
Members received and noted a verbal update from the Town Clerk on the Mill Marsh Park Play Area redevelopment.  The tender is live on the portal and two companies have been excluded from the process following the Pre-Qualification Questionnaire financial checks made by Teignbridge District Council.  The closing deadline for tender submissions is 23rd June.  Council will be asked to formally consider delegating the final appointment decision to the Recreation, Parks and Property Committee which next meet on 10th July to make an appointment over the summer in order to achieve a start date of 11th September on site.
RP&P.23/29  Additional Tennis Court and Cricket Net Relocation – Recreation Ground 
Members considered approving in principle (subject to funding and necessary permissions) a revised plan to create an additional 4th court and allowing the relocation of the cricket practice net.

Resolved: Following discussion, members approved the revised plan as circulated to create an additional 4th court and relocate the cricket practice net.  It was noted that a joint Planning Application will now be submitted.
RP&P.23/30
Shelter – Mill Marsh Park 
Members received a report from Cllr Brooke on behalf of Bovey Tracey Youth Café and discussed the proposal of building a shelter in Mill Marsh Park. 
Resolved: Following discussion, members approved the report recommendations to construct a shelter in Mill Marsh Park with an amendment to install a larger size shelter than proposed if this fits comfortably in the location proposed and will be subject to suitable funding being secured.
RP&P.23/31
Matters brought forward by the Town Clerk & Councillors: (for information)
Cllr Brooke provided an update on the South West in Bloom application for Bovey Tracey and confirmed that preparations were already underway.  
The Town Clerk updated members, advising that the hanging baskets will be delivered and installed on Tuesday 6th June ahead of the Craft Festival.
The Town Clerk advised members that the storage container on Bullands Field will be removed in July by the owner, subject to ground conditions allowing access. 

The Town Clerk advised members around issues with the recent announcement by South West Water of the temporary hosepipe ban and how this impacts public allotment tenants who do not have a qualifying exemption.
Meeting Closed 7:56pm
