

 
REMOTE MEETING OF BOVEY TRACEY TOWN COUNCIL
HELD ON MONDAY 29TH JUNE 2020 AT 7.05PM

Present:

The Town Mayor, Cllr S Brooke

The Deputy Town Mayor, Cllr D Fletcher

Cllr A Allen


Cllr G Gribble**/*

Cllr J Arnold


Cllr E Kelly

Cllr R Bradshaw

Cllr A Kerswell*

Cllr J Cole


Cllr O Mills

Cllr D Elphick


Cllr K Morgan-West



**County Cllr

*District Cllr
In attendance:

Mr M Wells – Town Clerk

Mrs L Warren – Assistant to the Town Clerk

One member of the press

Four members of the public
FC.20/24. 
Apologies for absence:


Cllr S Light – Work commitment



Rev K Hooke (Chaplain to the Council) 
FC.20/25.
Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations:  None
FC.20/26.

Minutes:
i) The minutes of the Annual Town Council meeting held on 18.5.20 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a true record and were duly signed by the Town Mayor.
ii) Update on matters arising from the Annual Town Council meeting:
a) The dog waste bin has been replaced in Drake Lane.

b) Pedestrian safety: Four meetings have been held and the following three schemes have been submitted to DCC for consideration: a request for a  temporary traffic order, enforceable at peak times, in Abbey Road;  one way system in the town centre to allow safer space for pedestrians and cyclists; reflective markers along Accommodation Lane cycleway.  
FC.20/27.
Standing Item – Climate Emergency:
Members noted the Council Declaration and will embed the climate emergency declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change.
The meeting went out of session
FC.20/28.
Reports from Key Bodies:
i) Rev K Hooke (Chaplain to the Council) had issued a written report stating that the Churches have continued to be part of the community’s response to the Covid-19 pandemic.  He noted that the Baptist Church hosts a food bank and advised on the current position regarding the various churches opening for private prayer.  Weekly online services have proved very popular.
ii) Police – No report
iii) Town, District & County Councillors:
DCC, TDC & Town Cllr Gribble advised on various items he has been dealing with including  fence issues at Fairfield Close, street lighting on Monks Way and road repairs at Moor Lane.

TDC Cllr Kerswell advised that planning meetings are taking place remotely and noted that the applications regarding the former Brian Harris Yard in Pottery Road and the proposed Indio development will be considered by the Committee.  She noted that she had attended wildflower planting meetings.
iv) Town Mayor’s Interests:  No interests to report
v) Other outside bodies:  No reports.
FC.20/29.
Questions and Statements by the Public:

Mr P Beecher ( Residents’ Association) referred to traffic speeding on Le Molay Littry Way and suggested that 30mph speed limits signs could be place on lamp posts.  Cllr Gribble agreed to speak to DCC Highways Department.


Mr L Calder (Neighbourhood Watch) with reference to the above, advised that the Neighbourhood Watch Central Office is being approached for assistance and funding. A copy of the letter will be forwarded to Cllr Gribble. 
The meeting returned to session
FC.20/30.
Business Raised by the Public:  No matters raised.
Committee Meeting Reports

FC.20/31.
Recreation, Parks & Property Committee (RP&P) Committee:
i) The minutes of the meeting held on 1.6.20 (*draft copy previously circulated) were received and were adopted.
Cllr Cole confirmed that he will progress the formation of a Friends of Mill Marsh Park Group and will manage the Christmas Lights event.

ii) Members received a deferred item to consider a draft Green Events Policy (*copy previously circulated)
Resolved:

To adopt the Policy.  Cllr Allen thanked Cllr Fletcher and the Climate Action Group for preparing the policy.
FC.20/32.
Finance, Resources & General Purposes (FR&GP) Committee:
i) The minutes of the meeting held on 15.6.20 (*draft copy previously circulated) were received and were adopted.
FC.20/33.
Planning Committee:
i) The minutes of the meetings held on 18.5.20, 1.6.20 & 15.6.20 (*draft) (*copies previously circulated) were received and were adopted.
(Ref. PL.20/60) Cllr Bradshaw referred to the approval of the former BCT Factory and considered that in future the Town Council may choose to consider more formal referrals.

ii) Members received and considered a draft response to the Local Plan Review Consultation (*copy previously circulated) (ref.PL.20/61).

Resolved:

To approve the response.  Cllr Fletcher, the Residents’ Association and member(s) of the NDP Steering Group were thanked for their contributions.
FC.20/34.
Strategic Plan – Bovey Tracey Town Council:



Members considered a draft Plan (*copy previously circulated).


Resolved:

To adopt the Strategy in principle. Following its implementation to seek public feedback in six months time.
One member of the public joined the meeting at 7.55pm.
FC.20/35.
Communications & Engagements Strategy:


Members considered a draft Strategy (*copy previously circulated).

Resolved:


To adopt the Strategy, actions from which will be progressed by members of the Communications Group (comprising Cllrs Allen, U Arnold, Brooke, Kelly & Morgan-West) in conjunction with the Town Clerk and any other Councillors who wished to be involved.
FC.20/36.
Scheme of Delegation:

Members considered a draft Scheme of Delegation (*copy previously circulated).
Resolved:

To accept the Scheme.
FC.20/37.
Bovey Tracey Community Centre:


i) Members considered a report to name the Centre following the recent consultation survey (*copy previously circulated).  The names suggested were: Mill Marsh Community Centre, Mill Marsh Centre, Riverside Community Centre, Moor Way Community Centre,  Bovey Community Hub, Gateway Community Hub and  Bovey Hub.

A vote took place.

Resolved:


To name the building “Riverside Community Centre”.  

ii) Members considered approving the contract payments/variations as appropriate (*copy previously circulated).

A discussion took place regarding the funding due from DCC in relation to the relocation of the library.  The Town Clerk confirmed that following the FR&GP Committee meeting on 15th June 2020 he has written to DCC advising the timescales.

Resolved:


To approve the contract payments/variations.
FC.20/38.
Programme of Meetings – 2020/21:


Members considered a revision to the starting time/day for Planning & Environment Committee meetings.


Resolved:


To commence the Planning & Environment Committee meetings at 6pm.


Working Group Updates

FC.20/39.
Bovey Parish Covid-19 Action Group:


Cllr Brooke presented an update report (*copy previously circulated).  Members noted the work undertaken by the Bovey Parish Coronavirus Action Group (BPCAG).  Cllr Brooke considered that the coming weeks will continue to be challenging for many families and elderly residents.  She requested Members to consider:


i) Supporting the continuation of the service by assisting with publicising the scheme and volunteer time.


ii) The development of a hardship fund and to agree that the Town Clerk, in conjunction with the Chair and Deputy Chair of the Finance, Resources & General Purposes Committee, investigates and actions potential fund raising initiatives as appropriate (e.g. donations scheme, crowdfunding, town lottery).


iii) Provide funding to supply chrildren’s activity packs for those within the parish receiving free school meals for six weeks over the summer holidays.  Approximate cost £675. 

Resolved:


To support items i – iii, as set out above.


A discussion took place regarding the availability of a CAB office.  It was noted that the nearest one is in Newton Abbot.  It was further noted that Church groups offer advice regarding financial management.
FC.20/40.
Bovey Parish Neighbourhood Plan:


i) Cllr Bradshaw provided an update and advised that the document is nearing completion.  He noted the timescales and advised that the document should be available for consultation between 10th August and 27th September 2020.   

ii) Members considered the initial draft Neighbourhood Plan. 

Resolved:


To approve the initial draft Neighbourhood Plan and to proceed with the pre-submission consultation.

Cllr Brooke thanked all those involved with the preparation of the Plan.
 .
FC.20/41.
Climate Emergency:


Cllr Fletcher advised that she had attended two site meetings with a representative from the Devon Wildlife Trust regarding the possible planting of trees.  She noted that this will be further discussed at the next Recreation, Parks & Property Committee meeting.

The meeting closed at 8.36pm.
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