



MEETING OF BOVEY TRACEY TOWN COUNCIL
HELD AT THE RIVERSIDE COMMUNITY CENTRE ON
11TH NOVEMBER 2024 AT 7.00PM

Present:
Town Mayor, Cllr S Brooke		Cllr G Kennedy		
Cllr A Allen 				Cllr H Mills Brown
Cllr C Burton				Cllr S Oldrieve
Cllr C Day				Cllr S Simmons	
Cllr M Evans				Cllr C West	
Cllr D Fletcher		
												
In attendance:	
Mr M Wells – Town Clerk
Ms A Christie – Assistant Town Clerk
A member of the Neighbourhood Watch Association
A member of the Resident’s Association
Cllr S Morgan*

* District Councillor 
** County Councillor

The meeting was chaired by the Town Mayor, Cllr Brooke.  The Town Mayor observed a two-minute silence ahead of the meeting for Remembrance Day.

FC.24/55	Apologies for absence:
Cllr U Arnold -	Personal commitment
Cllr E Kelly – Unwell 
		Cllr L Robillard Webb - Personal commitment
Cllr M Smith* - Work commitment
		PCSO Paul Wilson

		The Town Mayor welcomed the council’s newly co-opted Councillor (Cllr Day) to the 		council.

FC.24/56	Declarations of Interest and Requests for Dispensations:
There were no interests declared or requests for dispensations received.

FC.24/57	Minutes
i) The minutes of the Council meeting held on 16th September 2024 (*copy previously circulated) were confirmed as a correct record.  

ii) The Town Clerk provided verbal updates on the following items:

FC.24/25 DCC have agreed to order a new ‘cyclists dismount’ sign and Town Council staff will install.

FC.24/51 The award application has been submitted and a triage process has been undertaken and the application has been revised as a result.  Results will be released in December or January.

FC.24/58	Standing Item – Climate and Ecology Emergencies:
Members noted the Council Declaration to embed the climate and ecology emergency declaration across all Council services, activities, plans and other relevant work, considering the environmental impact of decisions, ensuring a fully integrated approach to mitigating the impact of climate change.




Cllr Burton presented a short slide presentation, highlighting associated events internationally in relation to the Climate Emergency, including data from the United Nations on global temperature increases. 

Cllr Simmons advised that COP 29 (United Nations Climate Change Conference) started today.

The meeting went out of session.

FC.24/59	Reports from Key Bodies on Parish related matters:
		The following reports were received from key bodies, including:

i) Churches Together – no report received.  The Town Mayor thanked the Parish Church for their involvement in the Remembrance Services.

ii) Police – The report was circulated in the absence of PCSO Wilson.  Thirteen offences have been recorded between 1st – 31st October. The Town Clerk was asked to seek clarification of what communication offences included.  The Town Mayor advised that the Police are monitoring infringements outside of the Primary School in Abbey Road.  Police Surgeries were being held at the Methodist Church in Bovey Tracey on 19th November (10.30-11.30) and Heathfield Community Centre on 20th November (10.30-11.30).  
iii) Cllr Gribble - No report received from the Devon County Councillor.

Cllr Smith – The report was circulated in the absence of Cllr Smith.

Cllr Morgan provided a verbal update in relation to the District Council’s financial situation and the recent planning application approval for 63 homes at Dean Park, Bovey Tracey.  Cllr Morgan referred to the public toilet consultation in the District and investigations in to the future devolvement or disposal of District Council assets.  Cllr Morgan provided an update on the formalisation of the agreement for the Breast Screening Unit’s visiting the District Council’s Car Parks.

Cllr Morgan provided an update on Dartmoor National Park Authority’s wild camping Supreme Court Hearing and the decision which is pending. 

		Cllr Webster – No report received from the Teignbridge District Councillor.

iv) Town Mayors Interests – Cllr Brooke referred to a list of Town Mayor’s interests and activities/events attended since the last meeting (*copy previously circulated). 

v) Other outside bodies or interests
			Cllr Allen provided an update about budget setting sessions and councillor led 			engagement held in the community at local organised groups, welcoming the 			opportunity to meet residents and the feedback received from residents.

			Cllr Simmons updated members on the new CABH website and provided an 			update about the informal meeting attended about the Heathfield 					Decarbonisation project.
			
Cllr Oldrieve advised that Great Big Green Week will be from 7th – 14th June 2025.

FC.24/60	Questions and Statements by the Public:		
A representative of the Neighbourhood Watch Association raised concerns about the reduction in bus services, stating that changes to bus services were affecting access to Exeter and Newton Abbot, and that the changes would have a negative impact on carbon emissions and climate change.



A member of the Resident’s Association thanked the Town Council representatives for their attendance at the recent Bovey Tracey Activities Club.

The meeting went back into session.

FC.24/61	Business Raised by the Public:
Cllr Simmons responded to the Neighbourhood Watch Association representative to say that the Devon and Torbay joint public transport survey is currently open for observations to be submitted. 

FC.24/62	Recreation, Parks & Property (RP&P) Committee: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 14.10.24 (*copy previously circulated) were received and adopted. Cllr Oldrieve provided a verbal summary of the key items considered and responded to any questions.

Cllr Evans requested an update on the informal access created into the Recreation Ground.  The Town Clerk confirmed that it will be repaired shortly.

FC.24/63	Finance, Resources & General Purposes (FR&GP) Committee:
[bookmark: _Hlk99050221]i) The minutes of the meeting held on 28.10.24 (*copy previously circulated) were received and adopted.  Cllr Kennedy provided a verbal summary of the key items considered and responded to any questions.

ii) Members received and considered the following committee recommendations: 
- To minute the CiL Award amount granted to Bovey Paradiso Arts of £93,000 (FR&GP.24/71).
- to adopt the Information Technology/Device Policy for Councillors (FR&GP.24/73)

Resolved: Following discussion, members resolved to: 
i) minute the CiL Award amount granted to Bovey Paradiso Arts of £93,000.
ii) adopt the Information Technology/Device Policy for Councillors as circulated

FC.24/64	Planning & Environment (P&E) Committee:
The minutes of the meetings held on 30.09.24, 14.10.24 and 28.10.24 (*copies previously circulated) were received and adopted.   Cllr Simmons provided a verbal summary of the key applications considered.

The Town Clerk will circulate the current DCC consultations to all members for comment.

FC.24/65	Personnel Committee: 
The minutes of the meeting held on 20.09.24 (*copy previously circulated) were received and approved.

FC.24/66	Committee Membership Review:
Members reviewed Committee Memberships following the recent co-option of Cllr Day.

Resolved: Cllr Mills Brown to stand down from the Planning & Environment Committee and to elect Cllr Day to the Planning & Environment Committee.

FC.24/67	Representation on Outside Bodies:
Members considered electing representatives on the following external bodies: 
· Bovey Paradiso
· Bovey Tracey Youth Action

Resolved:
To elect Cllr West as Council representative on Bovey Paradiso
To elect Cllr Burton as Council representative on Bovey Tracey Youth Action





FC.24/68	Consultation on the future of Public Toilet Provision:
Members received and discussed the District Council’s Consultation considered issuing any response prior to 11th December 2024.

Resolved: Cllr Evans to collate any comments.  All members to submit comments direct to Cllr Evans prior to 2nd December.


	 

The meeting closed at 7.53pm.  
